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Application. No. 09/877,371 
Amendment D 

REMARKS 

Responsive to the office action mailed July 12, 2004, claims 9-10, 13, 18, 20 
and 22 have been canceled without prejudice. Claims 2, 16 and 19 were previously 
canceled. Thus, thirteen (13) claims remain pending in the application: Claims 1, 3-8, 
11-12, 14-15, 17 and 21, all of which are indicated as being allowed. Reconsideration of 
claims 1, 3-8, 11-12, 14-15, 17 and 21 is respectfully requested* 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1. Applicants thank the Examiner for returning an initialed copy of 

the recent IDSs filed June 25, 2004. However, Applicants request that the Examiner 
consider the references provided in the electronic IDS filed May 3, 2004 (EF5 ID: 60308) 
and provide Applicants with an initialed copy indicating that the references were 
considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §102 

2. Claims 9, 10, 13, 18, 20 and 22 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C 
§102(b), as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 4,591,758 (Barth et al). Claims 9-10, 13, 
18, 20 and 22 have been canceled without prejudice. Thus, it is submitted that the 
rejection is overcome and should be withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1, 3-8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17 and 21 are allowed. 

CONCLUSION 

By way of this amendment, Applicants have placed all pending claims in 
condition for allowance. Therefore, a Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. 
However, should there remain any outstanding issues that require adverse action, it is 
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respectfully requested that the Examiner telephone the undersigned at (858) 552-1311 so 
that such issues may be resolved as expeditiously as possible. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: September 17, 2004 

Scott J. Menghirri 
Reg. No, 42,880 
Attorney for Applicants 
(858) 552-1311 

Address all correspondence to: 
FITCH, EVEN, TABIN & FLANNER Y 
120 So. LaSalle Street, Ste. 1600 
Chicago, IL 60603 



PAGE 8/8 1 RCVD AT 9/17/2004 2:36:21 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 1 DNIS:8729306 * CSID:8585520095 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-16 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXfflBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: . 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



